
Important Dates 
2 - Good Friday; Soup 
Supper with Communion 
at 6:30 followed by 
Tenebrae Service at 7:30 
4 - Easter Sunday with 
Easter Cantata  
10 - Garden Seminar 
11 - Yellowstone 
Chamber Players 
17 - Taize 
18 - Deacons’ Series on 
Aging  
25 - Basket Auction  
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Catching Up On The Latest April 2010 

Lent was a time for introspec-
tion, looking closely and considering 
who we are; Easter is a time for liv-
ing. During the month of April we 
will begin some discussion in worship 

about how we as a 
congregation live 
out five practices of 
Christian disciple-
ship: hospitality, 
worship, faith de-
velopment, mission 
and service, and 
generosity. But the 
biblical examples of 
each of those Chris-
tian practices take 
living to a new 
level. In other 
words, we aren’t 
just hospitable, we 

seek to show radical hospitality; we 
don’t just worship, we seek to have 
passionate worship, etc. Jesus’ gener-
osity and service broke out of the ex-
pectations of what living meant, or 
the tombs, so to speak. The examples 
that Christ gave to us took living to a 
new level. And we are not going to be 
“converted” or experts at those prac-
tices right away. They will require 
exercise and training our minds and 
bodies in new patterns and rhythms; 
improving our coordination and our 
stamina. Resurrection isn’t easy. 

So, for the Sundays after 
Easter in April and the first week of 
May we will change our worship style 
a little to engage as a congregation the 

April 
Volunteers 

 
Liturgists 
4 - Cynthia Kessler 
11 - Wood Family 
18 - Jim Tarr 
25 - Amy Kessler 
 
Ushers 
4 - Krenik Family 
11 - Curt & Kristin  
Kochner 
18 - Shirley Wells and 
Frances Hargis 
25 - Vilma Bartel and 
Olive Edwards 
May 2 - Mary Dick 
and Jeanne Castberg 

(Continued on  page 2) 

Practice Easter 
 Resurrection is not easy. It’s 

pretty clear that Paul saw resurrection 
as something that is entirely possible 
and needed in this life. He said, “I die 
everyday!” (1 Cor. 15:31) Even the 
“new creations” we 
are through Christ 
do not always live 
into the new life. 
In other words, be-
ing Easter people is 
not easy.  

One of the 
big downfalls of our 
typical conversion 
proclamations is 
that tomorrow we 
tend to wake up as 
we did today. 
When, in their ec-
static joy, newly 
“saved” Christians think their life is 
forever changed, they eventually 
come to the next morning when they 
have to make choices again about 
who is their Lord and what kingdom 
they will participate in. We would 
probably be more honest in our 
“conversions” if we said “Welcome to 
where new and full life begins! Join 
us in a spiritual exercise program.” 

So, now as we approach the 
time after Easter, it’s time to dust off 
our spiritual jogging shoes, find our 
spiritual sweat bands, throw away the 
spiritual running shorts that were 
more about show than anything else, 
do some spiritual stretching exercises, 
and hit the pavement (in more ways 
than one). 

“Let us run with persever-
ance the race that is set 

Easter is 



Pg. 2 

April 2010 

Your news concerning St. 
Andrew and the congre-

gation is always welcome. 
Regular mail or drop off at 

the office. E-mail to:  
office@standrewbillings.org 

 
Deadline for the May 

 issue of the Net is Monday, 
April 19th. You are encour-
aged to submit your news 

before the deadline. 
Thanks,  

Susan Dickson, editor 

practice of “radical hospitality”. I 
wanted to have as many of you as pos-
sible in these discussions and we will 
try to do them in a worshipful way. 
We will be using a resource called 
“Five Practices of Fruitful Congre-
gations”, by Robert Schnase, as our 
guide. It’s a United Methodist re-
source but it’s very adaptable. The 
goal of our discussion times each 
month will be to compile some con-
crete practices that we feel are “radical 
hospitality”, for example. If the dis-
cussions in worship are helpful this 
April we will follow with the other 
four practices in future months.  

I’ve known for a long time that 
I need more physical exercise. But if I 
just go for a walk a couple of nights a 
week, that doesn’t really get my heart 
going very well. I probably need to jog 
or bike or play volleyball. For others, 
going for a walk might be plenty to 
exercise their heart rate. And if I go 
out and try to run a marathon I’m sure 
I’d collapse. The same is true for our 
spiritual exercise; some are more gen-
erous or have more developed faith 
than others, but they all still need the 
exercise that will push them. The 
temptation is always to take it easy, 
because doing something else is chal-
lenging, uncomfortable, and just plain 
exhausting, so it takes time and en-
couragement from each other to get us 
even into the mindset of Christ before 
we actually begin living his life.  

The resurrected life is a full-
ness of life – body and spirit. I know 
my body is doing fairly well, but there 
is still lots of room for improvement. 
And I know my spirit is doing fairly 

  Feb. 2010  2010 YTD  Budget    Difference 
Income $   8,282 $   16,399 $  23,783   ($   7,384) 
Expenses $ 10,236 $   24,190      $  24,408  ($      218)    
 
           ($    2,008)    ($     7,791)    ($      625)      ($    7,166)   

Financial  Report 

well, also with lots of room for im-
provement. Now is the time for us to 
exercise together to bring vibrancy and 
strength to the spirit of love and hospi-
tality in us, the spirit of justice and 
generosity in us, so our body together 
is healthier. 

“let us run with perseverance 
the race that is set before us, looking 
to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the sake of the joy 
that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has 
taken his seat at the right hand of the 
throne of God.” (Heb. 12:1b-2) 

 

Grace and peace, 

Brent 

          In 2004, Americans gave 
$248 billion to charity. Be-
quests, where a person puts a 
provision in their Will to share, 
comprised $19.8 billion of these 
2004 totals---an amount that 
has grown dramatically over 
the last 10 years, even as estate 
tax incentives for giving are 
decreasing. Is this not a bless-
ing to any church? 

Doris Fraser sends a 
warm “thank you” 
to everyone who 

has been so 
thoughtful to her 

during her  
recuperation 
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by Curt Kochner 

Session Clerk  

 Pastor Long outlined a proposal to begin 
“5 Practices of Fruitful Congregation,” a 
book by Robert Schmase, during worship 
services.  Four weeks would be spent on 
each of these areas:  radical hospitality, 
risk-taking mission and service, passionate 
worship, intentional faith development, 
and extravagant generosity.  Pastor Long 
thought the study might be more helpful 
than long-range planning; he wanted as 
many participants as possible, and it was 
too hard to do both a sermon and a 
“practices” study every week.  The Session 
agreed to Pastor Long’s proposal to start 
“radical hospitality” discussions during 
worship for the 4 weeks after Easter. 

-Pastor Long reported on the two Alban 
Institute webinars on Community Minis-
tries. 

-The Officer’s Retreat will be April 10. 

-The Yellowstone Presbytery approved 
that the camp committee drill a new well at 
Westminster Spires.  Sanderson Stewart 
has 3 possible well locations and they hope 
to have a well drilled by June.  Revamp the 
Camp is June 10-13.  

-Jim Tarr reported that Susan Dickson, 
Ben Larson, Priscilla Bell and Sonya 
Skaggs were interested in being on the Ad 
Hoc committee on Church Growth. 

 

 COMMUNITY REPORTS: 

EDUCATION:  The two Adult Sunday 
School classes are Rev. Susan Thomas and 
Curt Kochner leading discussions on Spiri-
tual Disciplines and Jim Tarr facilitating 
the study of the Old Testament.  Rev. 
Priscilla Bell will conduct a three week 
study of symbols in the church the last 
three weeks in April.  In May all adults and 
youth will be invited to participate in inter-
faith studies with possible visits to the 
Synagogue, Buddhist Temple, and Serbian 
Orthodox Church. The youth will assist in 
the presentation of the Easter program on 
April 4.  The Basket Auction fund raiser 
has been changed from April 18 to April 
25 due to the conflict with the Deacon’s 

lunch and program on the 18th.  The auc-
tion will help raise money to support 
youth going to Triennium and to camps. 
On May 16 during worship, Amy 
Kessler will be honored as a graduating 
senior. 

FACILITIES:  The Facilities Community 
asked for Session authorization so they 
could ask for donations to remodel the 
kitchen in the garden room and to install 
a dishwasher.  Estimated cost is $900.  
Don Johnson reported that a semi-
transparent oil stain needed to be se-
lected for the redwood. Other continuing 
project needs are replacing the 21 garden 
room windows and lighting the sign.   

GARDEN:  The seminar on square foot 
gardening and seed selection was at-
tended by 34 people.  On April 10, a 
seminar on preserving food will be held. 
March 27 is a garden work day. May 1 is 
clean up for the church and garden. 

FELLOWSHIP:  Group dinner lists are 
complete and dinners have begun.  

WORSHIP:  Betty Whiting reported that 
48 hygiene kits and $720 were sent to 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief for Haiti 
following Ash Wednesday worship.  Ben 
Larson attended a workshop at RMC on 
hospitality and one suggestion was to 
look into sound reinforcement devices 
for hard of hearing.  One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering will be collected on 
Palm Sunday.  Envelopes have been in-
serted in bulletins for donations for tulips 
for Easter.  The Tenébrae service is at 
7:30, with soup, bread, and communion 
at 6:30 on April 2.  Summer worship at 
9:30 will begin May 30.  

PERSONNEL:  Susan Dickson will be 
given 12 vacation days instead of 10.  
She will be encouraged to ask for volun-
teers to answer the telephone when she 
will be gone. 

  The next stated meeting of the 
St. Andrew Session will be April 20, at 
6:15 p.m. 

 

   

   

We are Building a 

Servant Community 

Seeking to be 

Christ’s Hands  

and Heart 

March Session Notes  

With Communion 
April 2 at 6:30pm  

Followed by a Tenebrae service 
in the Sanctuary at 7:30pm 
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April Birthdays 
16 - Doris Fraser and 
Fran Paterson 
 
23 - Beth Salsbury 

28 - Susan Thomas and 
Fran Poulos 
 

April Anniversaries 

4 - Jim & Betty  
Whiteside 
 
27 - Don & Patti  
Johnson 

by Jeanne Castberg 

She knew what she was looking for 
though not how to find it. 

A Simple thing, really. 
But had evaded her. 

 
It must begin one life at a time 
and spread like the sunshine. 

Not a commodity, it couldn’t be 
bought or sold. 

 
As she searched her heart 

and her mind, 
it became obvious that it was 

right there all the time. 
 

Pockets of peace, as simple 
 as a walk through a meadow, 

an evening sunset, beautiful music, 
a friend’s helping hand,  

a baby’s smile. 
 

In a helter-skelter world, 
pockets of peace renew and refresh us, 
remind us what is really important, and 

bring us closer to our Maker.            

        Rev. Priscilla Bell is offering a class 
at St. Andrew’s on Sacred Symbols on 

April 11th, 18th, and 27th from 
9:30 to 10:30 am. The topics will 
include Sacred Geometry, Colors, 
Symbols, worship space design, 

and the liturgical calendar used in 
worship throughout the centuries.  

     Most symbols used in 
worship are so familiar that we of-
ten are not aware of their presence 

or meaning.  Rather than an exhaus-
tive study, the class will be an over-

view , intending to heighten awareness 
and perhaps spark a new interest in fur-
ther exploration. 
  

Pockets of  Peace 

by Rev. Kristi Foster 
RMC Chaplain 
 As we approach the end of the 
semester, we have some opportunities 
from the Chaplain's office for our stu-
dents.  We have scheduled field trips 
at four of our affiliated local churches 
and a visit to an ecumenical service at 
sunrise Easter morning. Our students 
are given extra days off to accommo-
date those who would like to travel 
for Easter weekend. 

 Thanks to all those who at-
tended the hospitality seminars earlier 
this semester.  Two churches have 
also scheduled an in-church seminar 
for those members who would like to 
be more welcoming to visitors.  If 
members of your church were unable 
to come to the seminars but would 
like the opportunity to participate, 
please contact me to arrange a time 
when I can come to your congrega-
tion or offer a seminar in your area. 

RMC “Sliding” into 
End of   

One of our Familiar  
Sacred Symbols 

New Class on  

Rocky Mountain College 



by Susan Dickson 

 Parents have been teaching 
their children to be accountable for 
their actions for decades, but has that 
accountability always included trash 
disposal?  No, it is a relatively new 
initiative that sometimes needs to be 
taught by children to their elders. 

 Some of our congregation 
members have set an excellent exam-
ple in the Billings area when it comes 
to recycling trash.  Betty Whiting and 
Larry Apple started the recycling pro-

gram at St. Andrew in June of 2008.  
Larry took the inaugural load of 
“junk” to Allied Waste Services on 
July 1, 2008.  In total, he has taken 31 
truck loads of recyclables to Allied 
Waste, with others substituting for him 
when he has been out of town.  During 
the spring and summer months, two 
trips a month are necessary; so far, 
once a month has been sufficient in 
fall and winter. 

 Currently, the following items 
are being collected in large bins lo-
cated in the Garden Room:  newspa-
per; office paper; magazines; steel 

April 2010 
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cans; aluminum cans, clear plastic (the 
the symbol is a “1” inside a triangle 
with the letters PETE under the trian-
gle); and, milk jugs (the symbol is a 
“2” inside a triangle with the letters 
HDPE under the triangle).  Do not in-
clude lids of containers, and be sure 
they are rinsed out. 

 Betty and Larry will keep us 
posted on changes in the products that 
can or can’t be brought for recycling.  
Thank you to Larry for his continual 
“trash vigil.”  

 In April 
 

Facilities 
6th at 7 

 
Education 
7th at 5:30 

 
Garden 

12th at 5:30 
 

Session 
20th at 6:15 

 
Fellowship 
21st at 5:30 

 
Deacons 
26th at 7 

 
Worship 

27th at 6:30 

Trash accountability 

Larry Apple, St. Andrew’s Recycling 
Champion, loading our trash into his 
gleaming, spotless truck  

Food Preservation 
Seminar 
 by Dave Kimball 

 A second garden related semi-
nar is being sponsored by the Commu-
nity Garden on Saturday,  April 10th 
from 10:00 to 12:00 in the Fellowship 
Room at St. Andrew.    

 Bernice Mason, Family and 
Consumer Science specialist from the 
Yellowstone County Extension Of-
fice, will discuss and demonstrate the 
basics of food preservation.  Topics 
covered will include both freezing and 
canning fruits and vegetables, such as: 

 making jams and jellies;  

making pickles and sauerkraut;  

and, canning low 
acid food.   

         Though fruits and 
vegetables may not be 
in season yet, this is a 
good time to plan 
ahead for what you 
will plant in your gar-
den in anticipation of 
having enough quantity 
to preserve some for 
later use.   

 The Seminar is open to the 
public. 
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 The youth of St. Andrew will 
have a Basket Auction to raise funds 
for participation in the Presbyterian 
Youth Triennium, summer camps, and 
youth retreats.  The funds raised will 
help pay for applicants’ registration 
fees.  The youth will also be contribut-
ing to pay for their attendance.  

     This year the youth are asking 
those  who are interested to donate a 
basket or a basket-less item to be auc-
tioned off in the Garden Room on 
April 18th after church.  The items 
need not be large or expensive.  Some 
ideas include coffee cups with various 
flavors of coffee, garden tools or 
seeds, baked goods, or stationary with 
pen or stamps.  Be creative. 

     Items already donated  for the auc-
tion are a watercolor, quilted wall 
hanging, weekend at a condo in Big 
Sky and fudge.   

     All donations or a description of 
them will be on display in the Garden 
Room the Sunday of April 18.  Please 
let any one of St. Andrew’s youth 
know if you plan to donate something. 

     Thank you for your continued sup-
port of our youth and children.  The 
youth and their parents are always ap-
preciative of your help, prayers, and 
willingness to support them. 

 

standrewbill-
ings.org 

Calendar updates  

 

by Cynthia Kessler       

 From July 20 to July 24, Kris-
tin Kochner, a junior in high school 

and Amy Kessler, a senior, 
will be attending the  Presby-
terian Youth Triennium  at 
Purdue University in Indiana. 

          Yellowstone Presbytery 
provides scholarship money 
for one third of the cost of at-
tending, each participant pays 
for one third and the sponsor-
ing church gives on third 
scholarship  to help cover the 
cost.  Participants will be stay-
ing in the dorms at Purdue and 
eating their meals in the cam-
pus cafeterias.  

     Our two candidates will be 
sharing with the congregation 
their travel experiences, learn-
ing and faith experiences dur-

ing a morning worship service. 

     The theme for the 2010 Triennium 
event is “For Such a Time as This”.  
The book of Esther will be the scrip-
ture focus.  The program planners saw 
this as an encouragement to be coura-
geous, to be faithful and to be attentive 
to God, and to be agents of God, by 
hearing His calling and going out into 
the world spreading His love and His 
word. 

     You can find out more about the 
Youth Triennium by logging on to 
www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org. 

     Please keep these young women of 
our church in your prayers as they pre-
pare to further their relationship with 
God. 

Amy Kessler 

Kristin Kochner 

Basket Auction 
April 25, 2010 
12:30 pm 
by Cynthia Kessler 
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Rescue Mission 
Sandwich Makers—
every Wednesday at 

9:00am 
~~~~ 

Food Bank  Sunday 

First Sunday of each 
month: Bring your 
canned goods to 

church 

by David Kimball 

  Over 30 gardeners turned out on Saturday, March 27, for the first Com-
munity Garden workday of the year.  The weather was beautiful and a lot of 
work was accomplished.  This included refreshing the paths with new wood 
chips and install the paths for a section of 12 new plots that were added this 
year; tilling many of the plots; picking up rocks (Grady's favorite entertain-
ment); and preparing the raised beds in the Common Ground.   

  We will soon be starting sets for the Common Ground.  We anticipate 
approximately 170 plants will be started in pots to be set out later.  We will also 
be looking for volunteers to adopt-a-row in the Common Ground.  The next 
work day is planned for Saturday, May 1 and will include a short dedication 
ceremony as we begin our work. 

St. Andrew’s Garden Becomes An Ant Hill of  

Pastor Brent and John Dickson increas-
ing the width of raised beds 

Grady Skaggs in forefront operating the tiller 

Gardening is just one more venue 
where women have proved their equal-
ity!  

Please mark your 
calendars for: 

St. Andrew’s  

Annual Picnic 

Noon 

June 6, 2010 

Food, Fun & 

Fellowship  



Address Service Requested 

180 24th Street West 
Billings, MT 59102 

Taizé 
A Service of Worship 

In Prayer, Silence,  

Scripture and Song 

April 17  
Third Saturday of each 

month at 6:30pm 

Coming Soon 
 

April 2nd - Good Friday Soup and Bread 
Supper at 6:30 pm, and Tenebrae Service 

at 7:30 pm 


April 4th -- Easter Sunday --  
Special Choir Cantata at 11am 

 
April 10 - Food Preservation 

 Seminar 
 

April 11 - Yellowstone Chamber Players  
at St. Andrew 

 
April 17 - Taizé 

 
April 18 - Presentation on Aging 

 
April 22-24 Convocation in Bozeman with 
Glacier Presbytery and Yellowstone Pres-

bytery 
 

April 25– Basket auction to raise money for 
Youth Summer activities 


	Important Dates

	2 - Good Friday; Soup Supper with Communion at 6:30 followed by Tenebrae Service at 7:30

	4 - Easter Sunday with Easter Cantata 

	10 - Garden Seminar

	11 - Yellowstone Chamber Players

	17 - Taize

	18 - Deacons’ Series on Aging 

	25 - Basket Auction 

	April

	Volunteers

	Financial  Report
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