
Important Dates  
1 - New Yearõs Day 

Worship Service with 

Communion  

8 - Community Reports 

Due 

Jan. 22 --  St. Andrewõs 

Annual Meeting 

followed by a Potluck 

Dinner  
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family is reconstellated whenever one 

member is lost, or when a new baby 

comes into the family.  Each person 

finds a new role and relationships.  

Individuals at St. Andrew are grow-

ing, as they step up to take on new 

responsibilities. Our relationships are 

changing as we work, pray, and eat 

with others whom we havenôt really 

known. 

 Unlike most families, our 

church has a center, focused on Jesus 

Christ.  He is the true light.  Like the 

North Star with constellations turning 

around it, Jesus is the Star around 

which we revolve.   Jesus is the sun 

by which we grow.  Without the 

sun/Son we are nothing; we are una-

ble even to be.  By growing in the 

true light, we be-

come someone we 

never thought we 

could be.  We need 

to find what that is. 

 

 Presbyteri-

ans belong to the 

Reformed tradition.  

Reforming our-

selves is second 

nature, right after 

loving God!  John 

Calvin did not seek 

to found a new denomination, but 

wanted to bring about changes in the 

worship and practice of Christianity.  

Members of St. Andrew in their book 

studies and adult Sunday School have 

discussed not only the reformation 

(Continued on  page 2) 

 ñThe true light which enlight-

ens everyone was coming into the 

world.ò  John 1:9 

On January 1, Rev. John Pugh select-

ed the Hymn of Promise to accompa-

ny his sermon on New Beginnings.  

Written by NatalieSleeth in 1986 it 

goes like this: 

ñIn the bulb there is a flower; in the 

seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise; butter-

flies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter thereôs 

a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, some-

thing God alone can see.ò 

  Later in the song, a line 

states: 

ñFrom the past 

will come the 

future; what it 

holds, a mys-

tery.ò 

         St Andrew 

Presbyterian 

Church has a 

New Beginning 

in 2012.  We are 

in transition, 

transforming       

from one time to 

another.  We are like a flower in bud 

waiting for the full bloom, but as the 

song says, what the future holds is a 

mystery.  Itôs exciting; itôs scary.  St. 

Andrew is on the edge of a new Uni-

verse of being. 

  In family systems, the entire 

Another World is Possible  

January  

Liturgists 
1 - Patti Johnson  

8 - Keith Hanson  

15 - Gail Kimball  

22 - Curt Kochner  

29 - Wood Family  

Feb. 5 - Cynthia Kess-

ler  

January  

Preachers  

 
1 - Rev. John Pugh  

8 - Rev. John Pugh  

15 - Rev. Priscilla Bell  

22 - Rev. Susan Thom-

as 

29 - Rev. John Pugh 

the World  

Feb. 5 - Rev. John 

Pugh 

òWithout the sun/Son we are nothingéó 

                             Photo by Paul Whiting  



and the early 3rd C. church, but the con-

cepts of the emerging church of the 21st 

Century. This is the soil in which St. 

Andrew might grow from a sturdy 

plant to full bloom. 

  Public demonstrations seeking 

reform are happening all over the 

world.  Another world is possible, they 

say.  Indeed! Yes! Jesus Christ gave us 

a vision of the Kingdom of God with 

love, sharing, nonviolence, healing, 

caring for every being.   What part 

does St. Andrew want to take in bring-

ing about the kingdom of God and re-

forming the current culture? 

  Several members have re-

marked that itôs amazing we are doing 

so well this fall.  We seem to truly en-

joy our varying worships and are grate-

ful to the clergy who are sharing their 

differing perspectives.  Change seems 

to suit us! What is the role of ñpastorò 

at St. Andrew?  What do we want from 

a spiritual leader? 

  Where do we go from here?  

St. Andrew started as a Mission 

Church without a sanctuary.  We 

evolved and now have a beautiful wor-

ship center as our sanctuary and a de-

lightful fellowship area in the Garden 

Room.  These are our resources along 

with the fact that we have no debt. 

Itôs a New Year: itôs a New Beginning.  

Letôs make resolutions for St. Andrew.   

In what way would you like to stream-

line St. Andrew; what do you want to 

eliminate?  What wishes do you have 

for the future of our church?  Let the 

Elders know.ñThe true light that en-

lightens everyoneò is here! Now is the 

precious moment to discover ñthe hid-

den promise.ò 

  In Godôs love, 

 Betty Whiting 
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Your news concerning St. 

Andrew and the congre-

gation is always welcome. 

Regular mail or drop off at 

the office. E -mail to:  

office@standrewbillings.org  

 

Deadline for the February 

NET is January 25.  You are 

encouraged to submit your 

news before the deadline . 

Thanks,  

Susan Dickson, editor  

  Nov. 2011  2011 YTD Budget  Difference 

Income $ 9,020 $104,496 $103,739 $     757 

Expense $10,585   108,252       $107,346 $     906 

 

Difference    ($  1,565) ($   3,756) ($   3,607)    ($     149) 

Financial  Report  

Prayer and  

Messages from 

the Heart  

Mary Dick  

Don Johnson  

Sandy Welch  

Frances Schnieberõs 

family  

Jim Tarrõs son, Jeff 

©A Very Happy 

New Year· 

Dear St. Andrew family,  

 I'm sorry I'm late wishing you 

a merry  Christmas, but I want to at 

least be a little more timely wishing 

you a very happy New Year. It was 

strange going through the Advent 

season and not doing the usual activi-

ties of preparation for Christmas with 

you. But I heard great reports about 

your cantata and I know the warmth 

never leaves St. Andrew.  

 I continue to keep you in my 

prayers, but I also know you are in 

very capable hands in your Session, 

Deacons, and the many pastoral lead-

ers you have.  

 I am pleased with how my 

pottery is progressing (say that three 

times quickly), but as expected the 

sales are still slow as I continue to 

develop the business foundation, and 

I have confidence that it will eventu-

ally be viable.  

 I pray that 2012 will bring 

you new inspirations and excitement 

as you move into your new future.  

  Love, grace, and peace, 

 Brent Long (Continued on next column) 
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By Dave Kimball  

Acting Clerk of Session 
 

 

 Financial Report: A deficit of $3,756 

between income and expenses exists 

for the year as of the end of November.  

This is very close to the budget projec-

tion. Year-end giving and the end of 

pastor salary expenses should bring us 

close to a balanced budget by yearôs 

end. 

Interim Minister Search Committee: 

Jim Tarr reported that our vacancy in-

formation for an interim minister is 

now posted on the PC(USA) pastor 

search website.  As soon as this posting 

is validated, we should start receiving 

the names of candidates. 

By-Laws Committee: Dave Kimball 

presented a draft of updated by-laws 

that conform with the new Form of 

Government adapted by the PC(USA) 

last year.  The draft was reviewed in 

detail, revised and edited, and ap-

proved by session to be presented to 

the congregation at the Annual Meet-

ing for adoption. 

Nominations Committee: Sandy Welch 

reported that a list of nominees for Ses-

sion and Deacon vacancies is nearly 

complete. 

Budget for 2012:  A draft budget de-

veloped at a working meeting on De-

cember 13th was reviewed and after 

several adjustments was approved.   

The budget is built on the assumption 

that we will have pulpit fills for the 

first four months and then a 3/4 ïtime 

interim pastor for the remaining eight 

months of the year.  Approval was 

made to allocate $1,800 for the first 

four months for Rev. Pugh to provide 

limited pastoral care on a weekly basis.  

Funds were identified to replace a heat-

ing/cooling unit that is failing. 

Highland Holy Days 2012: Sandy 

Welch advised that planning will begin 

in January. The date for the retreat will 

move back to after Labor Day this 

year. 

Annual Congregational Meeting:   The 

meeting will be held on Sunday, Janu-

ary 22, following worship service.  

Rev. Dave Thompson will moderate 

the meeting. A potluck dinner will fol-

low the meeting. All reports from com-

munities, committees and officers are 

to be submitted to the office by Janu-

ary 8th so the docket can be established 

and distributed well ahead of the meet-

ing. Our current by-laws require a min-

imum of 25 members for a quorum, so 

we need to encourage attendance. 

Special K Ranch:  Jim Tarr requested 

that an insert be placed in the bulletin 

encouraging financial support for the 

Special K Ranch.  The request was ap-

proved. 

Appointment of New Treasurer:  The 

appointment of Mary Apple as Treas-

urer was re-validated.  She will assume 

these responsibilities in January 2012. 

Next Session Meeting:  January 17, 

6:15 p.m. 

   

December 20th 

Session Notes  

In January  

 

Facilities  

Meeting Canceled  

 

Education  

4th at 5:30  

 

Deacons  

To Be Announced  

 

Session 

17th at 6:15  

 

Worship  

24th at 11:00  

 

Fellowship  

To be Announced  

 

standrewbillings.org 
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(Continue on next column) 
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We are Building a 

Servant Community 

Seeking to be 

Christ's Hands  

and Heart  

(Continue on next column) 

Recycling in the 

New Year  
by Larry Apple 

  

 Well, itôs a new year and typi-

cally that is when many people consid-

er making resolutions.  Iôve got a sug-

gestion!  I very much appreciate how 

the congregation has pitched in to help 

us collect and recycle newspaper, plas-

tic, aluminum and steel cans, maga-

zines and plastic milk jugs.  We have 

kept many tons of material out of the 

landfill.  However, I do have one re-

quest, and it only affects a few people.  

I constantly have to sort through mate-

rials in the various bins because they 

donôt always contain what is supposed 

to be inside.   Please, do not put any-

thing but newspaper (anything that 

comes as an insert with the newspa-

per), in the newspaper bin.  I have had 

to take magazines, aluminum cans, 

steel cans, and plastic pop bottles out 

of the newspaper bin.   Please, only 

aluminum cans in the aluminum can 

bin; only clear or colored plastic 

(PETE bottles in the plastic bottle 

bin; only milky plastic (HDPE 

bottles in the milk bottle bin; etc.  It 

will be a big help to me.  There is a 

magazine bin outside Susan Dicksonôs 

office, so please either put them in that 

bin, or you can load them in plastic 

bags and leave them on the floor next 

to the plastic/aluminum can bins.   

As a reminder, below is a description 

of what goes in each recycling bin.   

 

 Newspapers:  Newspapers, inclusive 

of the advertising supplements (slick 

paper) that come in the newspaper; 

Office Paper:  White office paper and 

pastel colored office paper.  No bright 

colored paper can be included, nor any 

slick paper. White envelopes are OK as 

long as they do not have see-through, 

plastic-covered address windows. 

Aluminum Cans:  Only aluminum 

cans, and they must be rinsed out.  

Cans that are not rinsed attract bees, 

ants, and other unwelcome pests, and 

they are very sticky to unload. 

Steel Cans:  Only steel cans, and they 

also must be rinsed out.  They must be 

free of food material, but the labels 

need not be removed. 

Magazines:  any paper item that has 

slick paper. This includes magazines 

and catalogs, but it also includes tele-

phone books. 

Plastic Bottles:  There are only two 

types of plastic that are continually ac-

cepted by the  cityôs recycling centers.  

Milk jugs and the clear plastic water 

bottles and soda bottles that have 

screw-top lids are the only plastic typi-

cally collected.  Specifically for each, 

the requirements are: 

Milk Jugs-  This type of plastic is 

called High Density Polyethylene 

(HDPE).  This type of  plastic is a 

milky color (but not solid white), and 

must have a screw-type top.  However, 

do not include the lids!  These plastic 

bottles should be smashed to conserve 

room and please rinse them out before 

bringing them to the church.  These 

bottles have the  following symbol on 

the bottom.  

Water and Soda Bottles -  This type 

of plastic is called Polyethylene Ter-

ephthalate (PETE or PET) and is clear 

or colored, and also must have a 

screw-type top.  Please, remove the 

lids. These plastic bottles need not be 

smashed, but they do also need to be 

rinsed out.  These plastic bottles have 

the following symbol on the bottom. 

  
 

 Thank you for your coopera-

tion.  I enjoy recycling these materials, 

and I feel we all are doing something 

that helps our environment and con-

serves our natural resources.  I do, 



January 2012 

Pg. 5 

 Sonya Skaggs, Sandy Welch and 

Cynthia Kessler for researching, or-

ganizing and rehearsing the program. 

  

by Cynthia Kessler 

  On December 18, the children, 

youth and young adults of St. Andrew 

led the congregation in worship.  The 

lesson told of the Story of God in the 

Old Testament and the connection to 

the Advent Season and the faithfulness 

of God across 4,000 years of history.  

God has answered the cries of help and 

deliverance of his people many times 

in the Old Testament.   He gives us a 

Messiah in the New Testament, who 

brings us peace and joy through his 

presence. 

  A tree was used to tell this 

connection, The Jesse Tree.   A scrip-

ture and symbol were used for each 

ornament placed on the tree.  The first 

ornament was a tree stump represent-

ing Jesse, the father of the future King 

David, accompanied with the scripture 

from Isaiah 11:1, ñBut a shoot shall 

sprout from the stump of Jesse, and 

from his roots a but shall blossom.ò  

Other ornaments told of creation, No-

ah, Abraham, Moses, Ruth  and eleven 

others ending with sandals for the Son 

of God, Jesus, who came to live with 

us and teach us how to love one anoth-

er.  

  Ebin Gormley, Rachel, Kathe-

rine, Nikita, and Dominic Kraft, Amy 

and Zach Kessler, and Kristin Kochner 

presented the lesson.  The group also 

led other parts of the service.  They 

played ñWhat Child Is This?ò on the 

hand chimes and Amy Kessler sang a 

solo, ñBehold a Lovely Flowerò. 

  It takes many people to coordi-

nate a Youth Service.  The Education 

Community would like to thank and 

recognize Ben Larson for his slide 

presentation and making the orna-

ments, Betty Whiting for music selec-

tion, Mary Wood, Patti Johnson, 

Usher and Greeter 
Schedule 

¶ 1st Sunday - Jan. 1st 

Olive Edwards 

June Bashor 

Vilma Bartel  

Frances Hargis 

 
¶ 2nd Sunday - Jan. 8th 

Jim Whiteside 

Betty Whiteside  

Jeanne Castberg 

Chris Chauvin 

 

¶ 3rd Sunday - Jan. 15th 

Sandy Welch 

Larry Apple 

Tom Erskine 

Zach Kessler 

 

 

¶ 4th Sunday - Jan. 22 

Mike Paterson 

Fran Paterson 

Clayton Croff  

Jan Croff 

Don Johnson 

(Continued) 

The ©Jesse Tree· 

Presented by St. 

Andrew Youth  

We Are Women 

Watch Us Soar  

by Cindy Kunz (657-1042) 

Rocky Mountain College 

 The Institute for Peace Studies 

invites you to the annual Women's 

Conference - "We Are Women Watch 

Us Soar". This year's title - Options, 

Choices, Alternatives - offers exciting 

topics such as Cutting Edge Healthy 

Lifestyles, Alternative Health Care, 

Cancer Living & Recovery Plans and 

Retirement Living & Care.  

 The Conference is on Saturday, 

January 14th from 9 AM to 3 PM in 

the Selover Board Room on the cam-

pus of RMC.  

 Provided are:  delicious lunch-

eon, beverages & snacks, door prizes, 

fresh new ideas, free parking.... Grant 

funded, the only cost is an $8 registra-

tion fee. Call immediately for reserva-

tions, mail your registration fee, and 

make a positive start to your New 

Year! 

òThe Jesse Treeó  can be seen in the 

Garden Room throughout January  


